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In the last few years, the call for
peace has suddenly come heavily into use,

with many of the more progressive
segments of our society. These days
feminists, ecologists, anti-nukers, punk

rockers, communists, anarchists, etc., all
seem to be more and more adopting it as
their main focus. Though no doubt many
people see this as a positive development,
1 don't personally, and at risk of
drawing heavy criticism over it, I'd like to
explain why | don't.

In my opinion the call for peace,
rather than putting limits on the activitie:

nuclear technology, has now become simply
‘the peace movement’, placing the emphasis
on addressing effect rather than cause.
Though the call for peace has
virtually fallen on deaf ears as far as the

state is concerned, and is indeed a
dubious proposition with regard to its
limited scope, it's impact on people

involved in the anti-nuclear struggle has
unfortunately been quite substantial. It's
generally been taken to heart by them,
and is applied in earnest as a governing
priciple to most current anti-nuclear
activities. Non-violent civil disobedience,

of the oppressors (as Is its ded
purpose), instead tends to only put limits
on those struggling against the
oppressors. This is true with all
struggles, but seeing as how the call for
peace is most often associated with the

anti-nuclear struggle, 1'd like to deal with
that one first in some detail.

People have got to understand that as
long as the manufacture and deployment of
nuciear weapons remains a lucrative
business, the state will continue to
manufacture and deploy nuciear weapons.
As a result, virtually all attempts at
appealing to the states' sense of morality,
no matter how rationally presented, are
doomed to failure. It simply will not listen.
The state operates on the principles of
domination and greed, not morality, and
anyone who thinks otherwise has not yet
fully grasped the reality of the situation.
It's because of this insatiable greed and
moral disregard on behalf of the state
that, despite huge marches  and
demonstrations, widespread acts of civil
disobedience, and a host of lengthy
petitions, the arms build- up continues

unchecked. .

Not only is calling for peace a waste
of time, it's also somewhat misleading as
well. Nuclear war may or may not be on
the states' agenda. It's hard to know for
sure. But with the recent development of
first strike nuclear weapons such as the
Cruise and Pershing Il missiles, many
people have become convinced that nuclear
war is indeed on the states' agenda and
this is why the call for peace has become
30 popular with the majority of
anti-nuclear activists lately. Their call for
pesce is in resonse to an anticlipated call
to war. Unfortunately, though, this in
effect shifts people's energy away from
dealing with the nuclear situation in its
entirety and instead turns it towards
merely averting » possible war. As a
result, what was once a movement
dedicated to the complete elimination of

P r ~and peaceful
demonstrations are now the order of the
day. To a certain extent, that's okay.
These methods of struggle, when
undertaken whole-heartedly, are not totally
without merit, but when they're practiced
to the complete exclusion of all other
methods of struggle, then the situation
becomes unacceptable.
There's no reason to
nuclear disarmament can
non- violent means alone. It's possible, of
course, but historically it's frequently
taken militant or so-called "violent" action
along with non- violent action to win a
major victory against the state. However,
by fanatically touting peace as the only
method of struggle acceptable, the
anti-nuclear movement is in effect tying its
own hands. By its own doing, it's
virtually closed down a whole avenue of
resistance that could be very effective and
may in fact prove to be necessary in order
to achleve its goals. People who have the
necessary courage and determination and
who would've otherwise been prepared to
make the personal committment required to
engage in militant’ action are now being
forcefully discouraged from doing so. Not
by the state, but by their own comrades.
This brings me to my next point,
which is that the call for peace in some
ways actually helps the state to maintain
control and carry out its oppressive
activities. The state also insists that the
anti-nuclear struggle be carried out by
peaceful means only, and their reasons for
this should be obvious. They realize that
most peaceful anti-nuclear activities merely
serve as a safety valve, which aliows the
public to vent their frustration in a way
which is of no real threat to the state, but
leaves the participants content in the
belief that they've done their bit towards
averting nuclear catastrophe. iIn the end,
though, all that's really been achieved is
that the people's desire to do something
about the nuclear situation has been

assume that total
be achieved by
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temporarily passified. So when the
anti-nuclear movement polices itself against
militant action, it's actually doing the state
a big favor.

Also, by claiming passive resistance
to _be the only answer, it's serving to
perpetuate an age-old state-inspired myth,

which though having no basis whatsoever
\ In reality, Is fortunately for the state

accepted as the truth by the vast majority
of the population. It runs something like:
"if the cause is righteous and the struggle
for that cause is kept within the confines
of the law at all costs, then sooner or
later victory is assured. After all, we live
in a democracy and in the end, justice will
always prevail." However, there's another
saying that goes: "If voting could really
change anything, it would be illegal," and
I think it could easily be revised to say
\ "If calling for peace alone could stop the
multi-million dollar nuclear

25¢

advocates of peace sre helping to nullify
the effectiveness of actions. Their
call for peace only serv: to isolate the
guerrillas from the popular support they
need in order to succeed in their struggle,
which in turn allows the trus enemy to
remain strona.

Many people maintain that the call for
peace is based on a well-developed political
philosophy of non-violent resistance that
not only works, but is as well the only
morally correct method of struggle. As a
case in point, they often refer to Mahatma
Candhi's contribution to the struggle for
Indian Independence. However, though it's
true that Candhi obviously played a major
role in freeing India from British rule and
that he did it utilising only the strictest of
pacifist methods, there was more to it than
that. For one thing, though Gandhi and

business, it would be a capital offence".

As | mentioned earlier, the way the
call for peace affects the many other
struggles against the state is at least in
principle the same as the way it affects
the anti-nuclear struggl It misses its
mark, to put it mildly. It also has another
unfortunate effect that manifests itself
particularly In relation to struggles that
are supported by guerrilla organi

his followers employed only pacifist

f r others, such as the
Indian National Liberation Army
(I.N.L.A.), did in fact take militant
action. Their many acts of sabotage no
doubt aiso played a major role In

discouraging the British from attempting to
retain control of the country. Also, it
should be remembered that from day one
the British held an Iimpossible position due
to their incredible minority in numbers.

The general call for peace by supposedly
politically- aware people corresponds to
and helps to reinforce the media myth that
In most guerrilla conflicts, both the
guerrillas and the oppressive regimes they
fight against bear equal responsibility for
the resulting bloodshed. They claim (by
'« means of Iinnuendo) that if both sides
would merely lay down their weapons, all
would be well, thereby alleging that it's
the actual fighting that's the main
problem, not the conditions that led to the
fighting.  Of course, the state encourages
this myth also, as it serves its purposes
well and this is one of the reasons why
everyday we hear more and more people
calling out for peace in El Salvador, peace
in N. Ireland, peace in S. Africa, etc.
¥ Well, | for one don't want the war in
E! Salvador to stop. ! want the Farabundo
Marti Liberation M (FMLN)
to win. And | don't want the war in N.
Ireland to stop. | want the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) to win. And |
don't want the war in S. Africa to stop. |
want the African National Congress (ANC)
to win. These wars aren't just incidents of
mindless violence, like some people would
have us believe. They're not just:whimsical
disruptions of the "peace". These are
liberation struggles being carried out by
the people against a hateful, murderous,
ultra-oppressive enemy that seeks their

total domi and P i at all -
costs. These people have no choice but to
fight until the enemy is completely

eradicated from their midst. For them to
stop fighting is to step backwards towards
brutal oppression and even slavery.

Some advocates of peace do actually
seem to understand this situation, and
even accept the fact that people under’
occupation or fascist countries must often
fight to survive. However, very few
advocates of peace are prepared to accept
that perhaps the same thing should happen
here and in other so-called democratic
countries. They maintain that the situation
here in no way merits such action because
the level of oppression we as citizens of
democratic countries experience is far less
severe. In my opinion, this view is quite
callous and deliberately overiooks the
obvious. The same enemy that enslaves,
imprisons, tortures, rapes and kills
oppressed people in other parts of the
world (amid our frantic shouts of
indignation) at the same time bases itself
right here among wus. Surely if it's
justifiable to use militant action against it
elsewhere in the world, it's also justifiable
to use militant action against it here as
well. The fact the fevel of oppression here
is less severe than it is over there has no
bearing in the matter.

At any rate, despite how the
advocates of peace may feel about it, there
is in fact militant action being taken
against the enemy here. Guerrilla groups
such as the Red Brigades, Direct Action,
Revolutionary United Freedom Front, etc.,
have brought the war back home, so to
speak. By wutilizing the same methods of
struggle as oppressed people in other
parts of the world, and by operating in
both Europe and N. America, these groups
hope to cut off that oppression at its
source. Unfortunately, the call for peace
is having a negative effect on this
struggle as well. Many of the actions
undertaken by these various guerrilla
groups are designed to, as much as
anything, encourage others to stand up
and take similar action. This is an integral
part of guerrilla strategy. However, by
convincing people that it's itself

The pop ratio in India at the time
was something like one-hundred thousand
British to three-hundred fifty million
Indians. Obviously, sooner or later the
Indian people were bound to take back
control of their country, and any kind of
struggle against the British, passive or
otherwise, could only help to bring that

about. Unfortunately, most struggles these
days don't have such good odds and
therefore require additional  efforts.
Moreover, examples abound in history of
exclusively passive struggles against
oppression that, rather than ending in
victory, ended merely with continued

oppression and in many cases catastrophic
slaughter.

As far as Gandhi's belief that violence
of any kind was morally wrong goes, |
must say that | firmly disagree with that
premise. When the situation is such that a
group of people hold absolute power over
the heads of all others, and they
repeatedly use that power to brutally
oppress others without regard

towards anybody eise's i
on the matter, then the use of violence
against - them and their apparatus of
aggression becomes totally justified, in my
opinion. That is to say that when people
by their thoughts and deeds continuously
renounce their humanity, then they forfeit
the right to be treated as humans.
Furthermore, once it has become quite
clear that only through the use of violence
will the needless pain and destruction
brought on by these people be stopped,
then it becomes morally wrong not to use
it. 1 don't for a minute disagree with the.
idea that peace should be one of the
conditions of the ends. | want that as
much as anybody. However, if by making
it the only means to that end, we become
implicated in further crimes of violence by
the state, then | feel we must seek other,
more effective means.

At any rate, these days it seems to
me that more often than not people's
reasons for calling for peace are somewhat
less honorable than Gandbhi's were. They
seem to be based more on lack of ambition,

fear, or naive  attempts . to  gain
respectability than on true moral
conviction. After all, it's much easier,
safer, and wholesome to wear peace

buttons, carry peace banners, talk about
Peace, and sing about pears than it is to
make real change using whatever means
are necessary. That could well mean doing
a lot of hard work, and could end a
person up in jail or dead. Most people ai
just not prepared to go that far and as a
result, we once again hear the call for
peace being taken up, as it was in the late
sixties/early seventies, and once again it's
mostly just a meaningless "cop out®.

In the final analysis, the call for
peace is also a complete red herring. It's
not peace we need. It's an end to the
state. People have got to wake up to the
fact that there will never be anything even
faintly résembling true peace until
state is gone for good. Peace is not merely

the lack of overt violence betwen armies, .

or the indefinite postponement of nuclear
war. True peace Is the lack of any kind of
violence, including the subtle kind that's
perpetrated daily against the poor, racial
and political minorities, wimmin, and

nature, by the state. °
Violence is an integral part of the

state's nature. In fact, the state has 3
virtual monopoly on violence you
consider the overall picture. it's

consistently relied upon it heavily to turn
a profit, as well as to maintain its
d over all life on this

that's the enemy (rather than those who
use violence to oppress others), the

planet throughout history, and it will most.
certainly continue to do %0 in the future
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unless we stop it. If we don't stop It,
then sconer or later it's bound to stop us
once and for all, and we can rest assured
that it won't be too particlar on how it
does it.

Calling for peace right now when
there's still 30 much work to be done and
when the struggle is so limited already, is
really a classic case of putting the cart
before the horse. It seems to me that it
might well make more sense to be calling
for a revolution right now. Or far better
yet, making one. If we really want peace,
that's how we're going to get It.
Otherwise, we might just as well forget it.
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BLENDer DEATH
g matter of scale
I say, I say, I say, the old soldier ig

BANG NOTES

Newsletten of alternative views
and activism By the Brooklyn
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Free on

Anti=Nuclear Group,
on die of Bonedom!
send conitribution to BANG NOTLS
P.0. Box 2666, Brooklyn, N.Y.

77202, “We don’t want to nock
the boat, We want to sink it!”

AOY JAS AD T GuMP”
(Dateline - Adutin, Texss = 15/6/83)
red & very interesting act the ether
aight—Andy Jaws and The Gump—and we made a peint of driving the
seventy-seme-odd siles te catch it. Andy Jaws and The Guwp interested us
because of what Paul LaFaith, a wedical jeurnalist in Flerlda, had
written sbeut them several years age in THE OTHER ROOM, & sagazine that
mekes 8 specialty of reperting en “new culte, slternate states of ex-
fstence, mutstiens and strange agents,” a9 LYe magazine's sasthead
always puts it. The LsFaith article, t " began
with a survey ef the then grewing number of perforwers whe were electing
fe have themselves surgically altered te resendle Elvis, Janis Jeplin,
and Jackie Kennedy. “The were extrems slde of all this,” wrete LaFaith,
“gg that last menth a man whe calls himself Andy Jaws actually had ene
of his hands surgically altered inte a tiny head, complete with face.
Andy Jaws 18 @ ventrilequist, yeu see, and his hand-head, bullt mestly
out of hip fat, sperts an especially medile meuth, seckets fer glass
eyes, even meveaible skin flaps fer eye-1ids. A deluxe jeb—and judeing
from the medical phetes I saw st the hespital, I'd venture te say that
ence en stage and dressed up like Charlie McCarthy, the head (which
Andy bills as "The Gump”) could pass fer the genuine articlej altheush
clese te and witheut the glass eyes, it leeked less 1ike a face than it
did a Chinese concubine's foet, ene fresh frem the »indings, a troly un=
settling sight. Mair had been transplanted, tee, but that leoked to be
sparee and just ceming in. The interesting tiing te speculate on, 1s Andy's
mental status, particularly as time goes by, new that he has his little pal
always there at the end of his wrist te talk te...and do things with.”

Te describe the act itself as we caught it the other night at the
Cemedy Woerkshep. Well, melther LaFaith's advance warning ner the five eor
six gin fizzes that we got behind early on at eur table down clese te ring-
olde had prepared us for the reality of Andy Jaws and The Gump. Andy Jaws
has red hair fer ene thing, the kind that gees with very pale skin and
lashes—ge dees the Gump, grewn eut, in the little head's case, inte a
kind of medified, yarny fright-wig. A small rellew bow-tie sewn te the
ventrilequist's sleeve was the enly attempt te eutfit er cestume The
Gump, yot Chattering and bedbing there in ths blue spetllght, The Gump’s
presence quickly established iteelf, and it seen became difficult net te
Shink of the altered hand (er hoads as a separate entity. The act started
reutinely eneush. Andy Jaws, repeatedly sheving The Gump down teward his
fly, seemed pelved to do low cretch jekes all night. After a goed deal of
inane patter, the pair wrangled their way inte an eff-key dust, semething
called "I Wender Whe's Kissing Her Whatchamacallit?"—all, all cemmen-
place. Then, in a mement of extraerdinary transitien, it wae as theush the
Gump were speaking fer the firet time. "All right, new, yeu g awey, Andy,”
eaid The Gump, "and I']] talk.” The ventrilequist's head was bowed, as if

in trancej the auvdience, hushed, had entered inte a blue midnight spaces
and we heard, frem deep in a place of eur ewm, 2 voice saying "Helle, sang.”
It was a feminine veice, wnmistakably. "Helle, gang,” 1t began in a
yeung, rather querulsus nasal tene, which frem the sound ef it was ne
stranger te the bathreem medicine cabinet where the prescriptien pills
and capsules live. But the menelegue that fellewed was tee mysterisus
an erganism te be dissected, or even recalled very precisely. Here,
then, 1s the best we can de at recenstructing the essence of 1t
"Helle, gang. I'm Mrs Ceekle. Annie Ceskie. This 1s my husband
Andy Ceekie, whe werks six days a week at Calice Instruments, Inc.
He's inte a transitien phase at werk. This is eur little ene, Evelyn-
Mergan. She's inte the 'inte everything!® stage of develepment. We
have many televisien sets and micrewaves and laber-saving sadeets.
We're the Ceekie Family., We leve te drive frem ene shepping place te
anether. But"—(here the veice seemed te take en a special hectic
excitement }=—"beware of the scarlet scarecrew and the dancing blue
weman and the shagey man. Relax net yeur visilance against them feor
even a secend. Revelatien 2:22. Oh, hew it frets my heart te think
abeut them. Especially that nasty shagey man. But we sheuld always
remain pleased with the geed things we have. Our neighbers have a
heuse en the lake. It is great summer excitement. Andy is leeking fer
a new preject at werk. EwelymMerean leved her first swim. Last
Friday, we theusht we saw the shaggy man lurking in the mild sunshine
outside the shepping center. But eur friend the china Sneepy des
appeared just in time te drive him away. It was as if ne time had
passed. Back at the heuse again, Andy went sut te Jeg areund the golf
links; Evelyn-Mergan enjeyed a snack ef peanut butter and crackerss
and 1 passed the late afterneen heurs crumbling petate chips te ge
on tep ef the Tuna Casserele Supreme for eur yeung adult's prayer
areup. Well, that's the news frem this neck of the weeds. It's wen-

derful te have air cenditiening. Remember, den't tess sut yeur eld .

panty hese—yeou can make pillews, teys, flewers, even a rug. One mere

little item. Anether little Ceskie is en the way. ETA January 2nd.

Yes, this was planned and we are delighted. Leek areund. Mere and mere

of us every day. Geedbye. See you real seen,” the veice said te the

Cemedy Werkshep audience. ("See you real seen,” echeed the audience.)

That 1s the ‘gist ef it. We have ne deubt we've emitted a let, but
this queer hypnetic menelegue left us se gregyy—the side of eur head
buzzing like a fleunder—that it was several minutes befere we even

realized that Andy Jaws and The Gump were off the stage. Later, at a

crowded after-the-shew party, the delereus, sinister implicstiens of

the thing struck us as we steed and watched Andy Jaws, his hand new
covered in a dlack silk bag, caverting and mixing and having the-tine
of his life. He did net teuch a drep ef beeze and yet he leoked ready
te wear a lampshade and kick ever the cake. We have since wendered
why he sheuld leek se happy, se much the best-integrated, mest ful-
£11led American persenality we have enceuntered in years.

Al Ackerman

he Austin Cemedy Wordshep featu
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Technology. We know that it offers no evidence
whatsoever of having any sympathy for the nature of
the world, and has nothing to do with human desires for
an carth on which to dwell,

. We're the people who create it, perfect it and make
It part of the American dream. We bring you the
computer, which touches all our lives in ways we can
hardly begin to imagine. And who can say what lies

lg us take you along. Surrender to the pressure to
play video games. Help us realize alienated humanity's
dream of nature comp ly tamed. R ber: you too

i om

Our project is the complete isolation of Pcc_)p;wf;
the earth and their reduction to a uniform, discip is
workforce. The universal language of the m.chllr:ﬂiﬁic
now carrying us toward a global network oll’ Iq' o
planning As more animal species and tribal mlumore
are extinguished each year, look forward 10 new,
exciting video adventures! .

To those who say that the planet is be.mg dm;—:ayed,
that our gleaming plans rest upon slavery in thcll;n !
factorics and offices, that the computer replaces vm‘:er
speech with an ugly, impoverished language, we answer:
you will not stay away from us for long.
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WITHORITY By Chris Warren

Authonity is @ name tag,
That doesn’t go away,
It hangs,

It pluttens,

But neven nevenses,

Forn it has position,

A place delined,

may soon have your own comput&l
With a naome tag.
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We understand how important it is to program your d@si!-m | NIC A RA GU A : . .
R CIA anarchy comix

Asti-Asherturiom Asseymes PO Boa 11351 Engaae, O #5400

. IDS! SEEN THE Soon you'll discover that the
laﬂfeztlfn underground comics? | ‘essential economic infra-
It’s the colorful 16 page structure that any government
Freedom Fighter's Manual, needs to fu}lcuon can be easily
complete with 38 provenways | disabled withoutthe use pf
to smash the State. armaments or costly equip-

For a start, try reporting late | ment and with a small
for work and then sloughing off | investment of resources and
when you arrive, leaving lights | time’. .
and water on, clogging toilets,

of - the

1001 Nyclear

spreading rumors, damaging Want a copy for your very
o books and office equipment, own? Better hurry, Uncle Sam
1 and pouring sand intoengines. | is trying to give them all away
Off the job, make false hotel | topeasantsin Nicaragua.
and plane reservations, set Order direct from the
fires, call in false alarms, cut publishers: the Central Intel-
. telephone lines, smash ligence Agency, and be the

windows, slash tires, and paint | firstkidon your block to start
anti-government slogans. aninsurrection.

RICHARD MILHOUS NIXOR, a twisted evil
genius, was the greatest president
the United States of America has
ever had. He was the Greatest because
he established a new order., Under
himn the American oligarchy streached
out #ts hand to the oligarchy of

the Soviet Union, and to the
oligarchy of the people's Repubio
of China, In this new order of
detente the capitalists of the
oligarchies communed, But this

new order has failed and from

its ashes has risen the order of

the freedom of people. The oligarchs
have failed. They have failed in
Viet Nam, they have failed in
Nicaragua, they have failed and

are failing in the middle east,

and thay will fail in El1 Salvador
and Afganistan.

YEARS ¢ o€ vinG TiE RULE S | [T BE AN TT FUCK uF At
TEaCuERS

"
Sobomized  |EiH AR

1% DETERmINGD nor
L3

The only mandate these oligarche have is the mandate of their force . BEST OF miv 6 Dowa 1ot ap®
of arms, NUCLEAR ARMS, bought by their stolen wealth®##ss ;‘,‘m’j;g';; 5;':‘.'““““

[TV TREL & v o
STOLEN FPROM YOU! ,t‘:.‘u;"‘u‘t.f’.‘:‘ e
H B

TR
HE T ALVENTIRE 16w
Your tax dollars have unwillingly bean sent to pad the pockets of T ok i o o || AR Sl
the merchants of death., Your tax dollars have unwillingly been sent s v ~,n:30&."a: it
to feed the gluttony of the oligarchs, while in the streets your 3 an B0’
brothers hunger. And all this as President Ray-gun aims more

veapons from over your head by taxing the alms that are given to
the poor, builds his space weapons with the money taxwd from

unemployed workers, | ] ! ﬁ,

—— i, I ey H
NOV o1 e YOUR ey
BT EORA WORLD wrtnd o7
FONEY R 30550€ o Ay Kb
SCAEw youl Busg
HES SCRYwing you?

Richard Milhous Nixon was the greatest president the United States
has ever had, He showed us a president could be removed.
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Don't be deceived when
they tell you things
are better now, Even
if there's no poverty
to be seen because the
poverty's been hidden,
Even if you got ever
more wages and could
buy more of these new
and useless goods
which industries foist
on you and even if it
seems to you that you
never had so much, °
that is only the slogan
of those who still have
much more than you.
Don't be taken in when
they pat you paternally
on the shoulder and say
that there is no
inequality worth _
speaking of ‘and no more
reason to fight because
if you believe them
they will be completely
in charge in their
marble homes and
granite banks from
which they rob the
people of the world
under the pretence of
bringing them culture,
Watch out, for as soon
as it pleases them
they'1ll send you out
to protect their gold
in wars whose weapons,
rapidly developed by
servile scientists,
will become more and
more deadly until they
can with a flick of the
finger tear s million
of you to pieces.

Jean Paul Marat,
died 1793

burn down

by themselves.
they need help

from you.

Learn to Bum.
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This chart is adapred
Sovial Graphus, o

2'“"‘” rose into the upper-

the wall-size poster “*Social Stratfication in the Uruted States, " recently published by
umaore company that produces posters on controversil issues. Rose, the
economist who created the chart, explans that *'between 1978 und 1983 upproximately 13 pevcent of the middle
portion of the mudlle class (as de, Wdhsb, the Bureau of Labor Smuwsmﬂzlmei Of thus 13 pevcent, one
le-cluss categury, scer

wrthermore, the number of people below the poverty line increased by 3 percent. This doumward shift vepresents

three quarters de: into the lower muddle class.

a sygnificant change in the nature of the Amerwan socul fabric.” The chart, which 1s bused on eovernment

statistus, was designed by Kuthryn Shagas and Dennus Livingston.

LEFT RITES

In astronomy, ‘‘revolution’’ refers to a return to
the same place. For the left it seems to mean about
the same. Leftism is literally reactionary. Just as
generals prepare to fight the last war, leftists incite
the last revolution. They welcome it because they
know it failed. They’re vanguardists because they're
always behind the times. Like all leaders, leftists are
least obnoxious when following their following, but
in certain crises they step to the fore to make the
system work. If the left/right metaphor has any
meaning, it can only be that the left is to the left of
the same thing the right is to the right of. But what
if revolution means stepping out of line?

If there were no right, the left would have to
invent it—and it often has. (Examples: Calculated
hysteria over Nazis and KKK which awards these

wimpy slugs the notoriety they need; or lowest-

common-denunciation of the Moral Majority,
obviating unmannerly attacks on the real sources of
moralist tyranny—the family, religion in general,
and the work-ethic espoused by leftists and
Christians alike.) The right likewise needs the left:
its operational definition is always anti-
communism, variously drecked-out. Thus left and
right presuppose and recreate each other.

One bad thing about bad times is that they make
opposition too easy, as (for instance) the current
economic crisis gets shoehorned into archaic
Marxist, populist or syndicalist categories. The left
thereby positions itself to fulfill its historic role as
reformer of those incidental (albeit agonizing) evils
which, properly attended to, conceal the system’s
essential inequities: hierarchy, moralism,
bureaucracy, wage-labor, monogamy, government,
money. (How can Marxism ever be more than
capital’s most sophisticated way of thinking about
itself?)

the labor then expended would meet minimum
survival needs, a figure which must be lower today;
obviously entire so-called industries serve nothing
but the predatory purposes of commerce and
coercion. That's an ample infrastructure to play
with in creating a world of freedom, community and
pleasure where ‘‘production’’ of use-values is
‘“‘consumption’’ of free gratifying activity.
Transforming work into play is a project for a
proletariat that refuses that condition, not for
leftists left with nothing to lead.
Pragmatism, as is obvious from a glance at its
works, is a delusive snare. Utopia is sheer common
sense. The choice between *‘full employment’’ and
unemployment—the choice that left and right
collaborate to confine us to—is the choice between
the Gulag and the gutter. No wonder that after all
these years a stifled and suffering populace is weary
of the democratic lie. There are less and less people
who want to work, even among those who rightly
fear unemployment, and more and more people who .
want to work wonders. By all means let’s agitate for
handouts, tax cuts, freebies, bread and
circuses—why not bite the hand that feeds you? the
flavor is excellent—but without illusions.
The (sur)rational kernel of truth in the mystical
Marxist shell is this: the ‘‘working class’ is the
legendary “‘revolutionary agent’: but only if, by not
working, it abolishes class. Perennial *“‘organizers,”
leftists don't understand that the workers have
already been definitively *‘organized” by, and can
only be organized for—their bosses. “‘Activism” is
- idiocy if it enriches and empowers our enemies.
Leftism, that parasite for sore I's, dreads the
outbreak of a Wilhelm Reichstag fire which will
consume its parties and unions along with the
corporations and armies and churches currently

Consider the acknowledged epicenter of the controlled by its ostensible opposite.

current crisis: work. Unemployment is a bad thing.

Nowadays you have to be odd to get even.

But it doesn’t follow, outside of righto-leftist Greylife leftism, with its checklists of obligatory

dogma, that employment is a good thing. It isn’t.

antagonisms (to this-ism, that-ism and the other.

The “right to work,” arguably an appropriate ism: everything but leftism) is devoid of all humo
slogan in 1848, is obsolete in 1982. People don't and imagination: hence it can stage only coups, no
need work. What we need is satisfaction of revolutions, which change lies but not life. But the
subsistence requirements, on the one hand, and urge to create is also a destructive urge. One_ more
opportunities for creative, convivial, educative, effort, leftists, if you would be revolutionaries! 1
diverse, passionate activity on the other. Twenty You're not revolting against work, you're workin
years ago the Goodman brothers guessed that 5% of against revolt.

The Last International
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Contact thousands as wierd as yourself through POPULAR REALL mI1. 49005.

200
70¢ per wond- $1.00 minimum, Address to P.0. Box 1593, Katanazo%

ASS]FI[DS/

SECRET POWERS RULE ANERICAY

Reveating 70 page Look catalog,
Free! Wnite;: Research, P.0O. Box
7707, Aptos, Cat. 95001-7707.

ACTIVISTORGAMIZER, an wher codre, sasks
ofher leftsts. progressives and boadage fraaks.
It RCP. DWP, NAM. WWP. IWW, CLP. SIP.
CP. USIP. WAYP-M, (WP, DSOC. SRAF. PFOC,
SL PP and SWP but no water sports. Leader
Dogs for the Bind. 55 Sutter 51 437, Sam
Francisco, CA. 94104 USA.

LETTERS

Free waves

SINCE MARCH TANGERINE RADIO
has been broadcasting rock music,
news and anarchist commentary. Our
Jow er shortwave station is only
audible in Florida, so we’ve been ex.
chnngm& shows with other pirates
around the country. As far as | know,
TR is the only anti-authoritarian
station in the Western Hemisphere.
To raise funds, we’re se ing the
FREE RADIO HANDBOOK, which
tells exactly how to set up a pirate
station, for a $2 cash donation. Our
mnildro&nddress is Box 5074, Hilo,
Hawaii 96720 USA.

Yours in agitation,
The Unknown Announcer

Dearest PopReatl-

Thot you might Le interested
<n the following symlol, denived
Arom ourn own Great Seal as seen
on the dotllar £i4L. Talk alout
superh national advertising op-
portunities- although I hearn it’s
a felony to desccrate money...

M, Warrnen

Society for the Lilera=-"
tion of Universal Good
Eugene, OR,

Dearn people:
Please send me six "Parnty With

God” Buttons. I have enclosed
a check for $6, I tried getting

these through the Righteous Den-
vish at the Seminole St, address=

Lut no answen to my Letten,
Thanks very much,

ReJ, Shew.

Silven Spring, MD.

- Popular Reality

Is it neally true? Onty $2
for a 6 issue sulscription!?
Incredible!

J, Stretet
Oaktand, CA.

Hey, ég?

Coutdn’t pass up the deal.
Looks Like Lig profits. $2
enclosed,

B. CLiyt
Suicidal Snipen
Lodi, CA.

And finally from Bloody Mess,
whose uwdop% was :so offensive
that the Postal Service enclos
ed it in an official cover en-
velope;

Populan Reality,

Greetingse, It is I- the
Bloody Mess...lHerne is your
"lUnaccepted” casette with
Lynics! I hope you Like it,

Yourn 'zine is veny internesting,
I’LL never vote.,..I’m not help-
ing anyone in this nat nace...l
£ive forn my own growth, exper-
ience, and dreams, I’m glad you
printed my Last Letten in Pop-
Real,

page 6

she
: Eann spare L 3
Hetp Vanted . ods udventis=

Populan ipes any=
whene within

United States.
P.0. Box 1593,

49005,

20% comnissions
atamazoo, M-

di twave
Radio, shor
T:Z%i;i:i pirate heardazgross
ﬁorth America, needs.; R
donations to keep goi %h. g x
increase signaliitggggo' -
Hilo Hawa o
22zz'info sheets to contrib

utors.

Hey=- I neatly enjoyed the )
triel interview with Frank Dis=
cussion, also! I totally get
into the Feedenz!!! *1984...
Knockin at youn doors..”

What do you think of the
Legatization af marijuanal I
enjoy my rights and I suppont
NORML,( Nat’t Onganization for
the Reform of flarijuana Laws).

Please heep in touch...

DON’T VOTE. ..

Freedom,
Btoodé F. Mess
Peonié, Iee.

Hop to it.

257, BUTTONS FROM THE SHIMO
UNDERGROUND=- $1 each: o

Party With God

Lost Boyz.

Populan Reatlity

Dety Gravity

Shiflo Undenground

Lunpen & Proud -

No Shame!

Avant=Prole

Cultunal Terrnonist

Superion Mutant
Make all chechs payalte to
Populan Reality,
NEW ADDRESS! Both PopReal and
Notes Forn A New Undenrground witt
Le produced from the Secnet
Shiflo International HQ at P.0,
Box 1593, Katamazoo, M1, 49005,
On contact Shifloites at P.O, Box
4900, Chicago, IL, 60680.
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[Maps]
THE REAL WORLD

ANTARCTICA

Adapted from the “‘Peters Map," which was recently published in the United State: riendship Press, the
publishing arm of the Nd‘l.ll'md‘ Council of Churches Devl'l(ﬁ)ed by West German h.;um:gmwhf;rs, the gmp seeks to
eliminate the eurocentric distortions of the Mevcator projection—which has been the dominant representaton of the world
for 400 years—by showing nations and continents in their true relative size.

According t literature distributed with the new map, the Mercator projection (shown below) -*‘distorts the world to the
advantage U/lhdf:ur?fwun colonidl powers. " In any flat map ol the earth, distortions increase as one moves farther from the
equator; since Gerardus Mercator placed the equator well below the center of his map, the “‘north” appears significancly
Lurger than the “'south, ** which is in fact twnce as lurge. Europe, with half the temitory of South America, appears larger on
the Mercator map. Thg Peters map significantly reduces these distortions.

“On the day o[puhhcan?_n of my world map [in Europe] there was a vehement public discussion, up to then unknoun in
the hustory of cartography,*’ Peters says. I see the main reason for this in the fact that the struggle for or aguinst my

¢
gnthy-{we countries.

T f

v [Erions,
[

© Copyright 1984 by Harper's Mag
All rights reserved.-
Magazine, by special permission.

azine Found
Reprint April 1984 Har

ection 15 in reality not for a world map, but for a world picture.** Eight million copies of the Peters map have been sold in

per's

Bible reading set off
wild spree by sisters

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — One of
three sisters, naked and smeared
with mustard when they were ar-
rested in a stolen truck says she

i isn't sure whether the devil or God
made them do it. -

““Maybe (it) was a little of both

trying to outdo the other,”’ said

Doshaline McCuin, 30,""in a

telephone interview from her In-

gham County Jail cell. :

Mrs. McCuin said she and her
sisters ‘‘were reading the Bible
“and got filled with the Holy Spirit’’
when the episode began.

Mrs. McCuin, and her sisters,
Charlene Roper, 27, and Sandra
Lewis, 25, have been jailed since
their arrest last Thursday, unable
to post $1,000 bond each on
charges of joyriding and indecent
€xposure, :

_Police were summoned to a Lan-
Stig Township home on a report
that three naked women were run-
lng around outside in the sun-
shine. The officers said they found
the three in a delivery truck being
thased by a uniformed truck
driver,

_Police said all three women, who
Share a house, were smeared with

. SRy, siincs

supermarket-variety mustard.

Mrs. McCuin said mustard is in
Chapter 13 of the Bible’s Book of
Matthew, which states:

‘“The kingdom of heaven is like
to a grain of mustard seed ... which
indeed is the least of all seeds. But
when it is grown, it is the greatest

among the herbs and becometh a .

tree.”

She added, “We went out naked
because the Bible said we had to
get back to the Garden of Eden:"’

And the truck?

. “It was just a spur-of-the-
moment thing,”’ she said. ““It was
just sitting there with the keys in
it.””

““We just don’t understand why
we took the truck,’’ she added.

Although the sisters entered
pleas of innocent at their court ar-

- raignments, they are now admit-

ting their guilt, Mrs. McCuin said.
“‘We broke the laws of God and
man and now must suffer the con-
sequences,’’ she said. “‘We
acknowledge what we did was
wrong and throw ourselves on the
mercy of the court, this being our

first offense.’’

United Press international

ISN'T THAT GROSS ?
WHAT'S THIS WORLD -
COMING T0? —ISN’T

ANYONE SAFE?
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